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U.S. grants Korea 90-day tariff pause,

raises tariffs on China
2025.04.11.

South Korea and other countries, excluding China,
have been granted a 90-day pause in reciprocal tariffs
by the United States.

“I have authorized a 90 day pause, and a substan-
tially lowered @reciprocal tariff during this period, of
10 percent, also effective immediately,” U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump wrote in a social media post.
“Based on the lack of respect that China has shown to the World’s Markets, I am hereby raising the
tariff charged to China by the U.S. to 125 percent, effective immediately.”

This marks a 21-percentage-point increase on top of the earlier reciprocal tariff hike from 34
percent to 84 percent (a total of 104 percent) Trump had implemented to counter China’s new
countermeasures. For countries other than China, however, he decided to defer the imposition of
reciprocal tariffs for 90 days and apply only a @basic tariff of 10 percent.

Analysts noted that a major shift in the global tariff war has taken place just 13 hours after
Trump’s country-specific tariffs went into effect, as the U.S. and China - two pillars of the global
economy - intensified their tariff war. With this decision, Trump’s tariffs on countries around the
world have effectively returned to the basic ®tariff level for a 90-day period.

Earlier, China raised its tariffs on U.S. imports to 84 percent from 34 percent in response to the U.
S. tariff increase on Chinese goods to 104 percent. This measure took effect on Thursday.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian, in the meantime, criticized the U.S. on
Wednesday for abusing its tariffs against China.

“China firmly rejects and will not accept such measures,” he said. “If the United States insists on
waging a @tariff war, China will respond to the end.”

By Choi Seung-jin, Song Kwang-sub, and Yoon Yeon-hae
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[© Pulse by Maeil Business News Korea & mk.co.kr, All rights reserved]
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