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An invention or discovery thal is too far ahead of its time is
waorthless: no one can follow. [deally, an innovation opens up only
the next step from what is known and invites the cullure to move
forward one hop. An overly futuristic, unconventional, or vision-
ary invention can fail initially (it may lack essential not-yet-in-
venied materials or a critical markel or proper understanding)
et suceeed later, when the ecology of supporting ideas catehes up
. Gragor Mendel's 1865 theories of genetic heredity were correct
but ignored for 35 vears. His sharp insights were not accepted be-
cause they did nol explain the problems biologists had at the time,
nor did his explanation operate by known mechanisms, so his dis-
coveries were oul of reach even for the early adopters. Decades
later science faced the urgent questions that Mendel's discoveries
could answer. Now his insights . Within a few
vears of one another, three different scientists each independently
rediscovered Mendel's forgotten work, which of course had heen
there all along.

*ecology: WER 83 ** heredity: 78

1 caught up to modern problems

2 raised even more questions

(# addressed past and current topics alike

A were only one step away

(& regained acceptance of the public
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Ideally, an innovation opens up only the next step from what is
known and invites the culture to move forward one hop. An over-
Iy futuristic, unconventional, or visionary invention can fail ini-
tially (it may lack essential not-yet-invented materials or a criti
cal market or proper understanding) yet succeed later, when the
ecology of supporting ideas catches up.
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(D caught up to modern problems

(@ raised even more questions

@ addressed past and current lopics alike
(@ were only one step away

& regained acceptance of the public
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